Manitoulin Nature Club
Sudbury Ornithological Society

Manitoulin Bird Report   February 2010
Six new species for 2010, bringing the total to 68, were White-winged Scoter, Cooper’s Hawk, Northern Goshawk, Gyrfalcon, Barred Owl and Purple Finch.  The Gyrfalcon was found on February 11th by Janice Robinson on Indian Point Bridge at the outlet to Wolsey Lake.  The bird stayed two days and was attracted by the large flock of goldeneyes in the open water. Gyrfalcons, formally of annual occurrence, have become rather scarce here in recent years and this was the first record for three years. 

An unidentified bird, present all January and February in Burpee Township, was found by Wayne & Seija Bailey to be a Townsend’s Solitaire. The Solitaire was photographed on the 17th. This is now two years in a row for sightings of this British Columbia-Alberta thrush on Manitoulin.
The large flock of Common Goldeneye remained on Wolsey Lake, where there was more open water than is usual. By regular counting of the ducks it became apparent that the numbers fluctuated indicating that some of the flock temporarily left for elsewhere, probably open Lake Huron. The Barrow’s Goldeneye would also go off on trips, being seen on five visits but not on three others. Terry Land reported a possible female Barrow’s with a yellow bill but it was not found again. Elsewhere Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead and Long-tailed Duck numbers were not high. A flock of up to 8 Common Mergansers wintered in Little Current.
Herring Gulls finally left Little Current on February 14th for a two week absence before returning early in March. On Wolsey Lake the gulls came and went all month and seemed to be feeding on scraps from the ice fishermen.  A single Iceland Gull was with them on the 9th but the probable Thayer’s was not seen clearly again.  It may have been spotted once, but was too far away to identify. Two Great Black-backed Gulls were seen in the large flock of Herring Gulls at Providence Bay.

A few Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks continued their wintering, but the number of Northern Shrikes dropped off in mid-January and there was only one report in February.

One Snowy Owl returned and .four Northern Hawk Owls were reported, included one new one, making six this winter. Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs have not been reported since mid-January.

American Goldfinch numbers fluctuated but generally increased from January. Pine Siskins also increased. The first few Purple Finches since December 17th were reported from Killarney on about the 12th and on Manitoulin on the 28th. Crossbills and Evening Grosbeaks were still missing.

The annual Great Backyard Bird Count was held on four days February 12th to 15th. The response was good this year and 91 lists were submitted, 52 species found and all 17 postal codes counted. This has become a great incentive to get out and bird in mid-winter. While this is not a comprehensive study, the results indicate numbers of birds wintering here. Where possible the official results have been edited to reduce duplication and the results are shown as “GBBC” below. Providence Bay, Gore Bay & Evansville each recorded 26 species this year.

February was a pleasant month with an official precipitation of only 8 mm. The mean temperature was -6 degrees, there were no days below zero Fahrenheit,  and the average daily high was a balmy -2 degrees with seven days reaching the freezing point.. 
Canada Goose: 1st to 15th – the 2 droopy-winged birds still in the Gore Bay Creek and now being fed
Black Duck: 11th, GBBC-48, 28th-11 at Dewar’s spring, Carnarvon, 
Mallard: 3rd-1 in Gore Bay; 9th and later -3 in Gore Bay, GBBC-98, 28th- a flock wintering at Smith’s ponds, Carnarvon 
White-winged Scoter: 14th-12 at Michael’s Bay, (Janice Robinson) – first in 2010
Long-tailed Duck: GBBC- 24, 18th-1, 24th-2, 28th-4 – very few seen this winter
Bufflehead: 13th-4 at South Baymouth, 28th-2 in Michael’s Bay & 2 in Providence Bay 
Common Goldeneye: Wolsey Lake: 3rd-120+, 7th-144, 9th-170, 12th-147, 17th-161, 21st-150+, 27th-193; elsewhere: 7th-4, 9th-8, 10th-1, 24th-4, 28th-73. The GBBC total was 205. 
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Barrow’s Goldeneye: 7th, 9th, 12th, 17th, 27th – 1 drake at Wolsey Lake since January 6th  
Hooded Merganser: 13th& 28th-1 female at S. Baymouth, (Chris Bell & Rod Campbell) – first in 2010
Common Merganser: Little Current:-7th-3, 9th-7, 10th -2, 27th-8- all females, GBBC- 6; Misery Bay: - 21st-8 
Red-breasted Merganser: 13th-9 at South Baymouth
Ring-necked Pheasant: 7th-1, GBBC-38, 18th-6; all month at Blue Road- at least 2 
Ruffed Grouse: GBBC- 15, 17th-2, 20th-1, 21st-tracks of 10 grouse at Misery Bay, 22nd-1; at Blue Road: - all February- 2 to 4  
Sharp-tailed Grouse: 11th-11, 22nd-9 & 23rd-6 in Billings, GBBC-4, 17th-5 in Gordon  
Bald Eagle: 3rd-2, 9th-3, 11th-1, GBBC-19 – including 2 at one nest & 1 on another, 17th-1, 20th, 27th-4 including an adult and an immature bird at the Howland nest, 28th-1
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 9th-1  
Cooper’s Hawk: 17th & 26th-1 adult female hunting at the bird feeders at Green Bay, Bidwell Twp, (Joan & Chris Bell) – first for 2010 

Northern Goshawk: 14th-1 in Billings, (Rodney Thompson) – first for 2010, 15th-1 in Campbell 
Red-tailed Hawk: Howland:-7th, 8th, 9th & 27th-1, the distinctive juvenile bird that has stayed within a radius of a kilometre since December; GBBC-5, 17th-1 in Bidwell 
Rough-legged Hawk: GBBC-3, 20th-1, 28th-3
Gyrfalcon: 11th & 12th-1 adult gray phase bird at Indian Point Bridge, Wolsey Lake, Burpee Township, (11th- Janice Robinson, 12th- Chris Bell & Rodney Thompson) – first Gyrfalcon on Manitoulin since a sighting at Green Bay on January 18th 2007
Herring Gull: 3rd-104 on Wolsey Lake with the ice fishermen, 7th, 9th-25 on Wolsey Lake, 11th,  GBBC- 300, 21st-1 on WL, 24th-175 at Providence Bay, 28th-89 along the south shore 
Iceland Gull: 9th-1 at Wolsey Lake- uncommon in mid-winter
Great Black-backed Gull: 15th-& 24th-2 in Providence Bay, 
Rock Pigeon: 3rd, 9th-5, 10th-3, GBBC-110, 23rd-6, 24th-4, 28th-14  
Mourning Dove: 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 8th, 9th-18, 10th, GBBC-174, 28th-20; at Green Bay:- 4 daily, then peaking  on 26th-9; at Blue Road:- daily- up to 16 
Snowy Owl: 26th-1 south of Little Current in Howland Township, (Ray Beaudry) – in the same place and presumably the same owl as in January.  
Northern Hawk Owl: The East Bluff, Allan Township bird stayed until at least the 23rd, (Terry Land); the southernmost of the two Bidwell Road, Sheguiandah Township, birds was seen until the 13th, (Chris Bell & Rod Thompson); the Hwy 540, Burpee Township bird was seen until at least the 28th, (Penny Palonen); a “new” bird was seen on Town Line Road, Howland/Bidwell Townships on 26th & 27th, (Joan Bell). A total of four hawk owls this month and six this winter
Barred Owl: Early in the month-1 in Campbell Township, (Craig Maxwell) – first report for 2010
Red-bellied Woodpecker: 2nd to 11th -1 in Kagawong, up to 14th-1 in Gore Bay, GBBC-3, 28th-1 
Downy Woodpecker: 2nd, 3rd, 7th-3, 9th-1, 10th, GBBC-33, 28th-1; at Green Bay:- 1 or 2 daily & 19th-3;  at Blue Road:- all month-1
Hairy Woodpecker: 2nd, 7th-5, 8th, 9th-1, 10th, GBBC-66, 28th-4; at Green Bay:- 1 or 2 daily; at Blue Road:- all month- at least 2   
Pileated Woodpecker: 2nd-1 at Blue Rd, 7th-1, GBBC-13, 23rd-1, 28th-1, at Green Bay:- heard on 5 days 
Northern Shrike: 7th-1 – the only report, usually several winter here
Blue Jay: 2nd, 8th, 9th-6, GBBC-257, 28th-17; at Green Bay:-daily- 1 to 9; at Blue Road :- daily-5 to 11
American Crow: 7th-24, 9th-5, GBBC-222, 28th-12 
Common Raven: 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 9th-18, GBBC-344, 27th-8, 28th-17; at Green Bay:- 1 to 3 most days & 23rd-3; at Blue Road:- sporadically- 1 to 3 
Black-capped Chickadee: 2nd, 3rd, 8th, 9th-10, GBBC-412, 21st-15; at Green Bay:-daily, 5 to 15; at Blue Road: - daily, at least 11  

Red-breasted Nuthatch: 2nd, GBBC-23, 28th-30; at Blue Road: - daily- 1 to 2 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 2nd, 3rd, 8th, GBBC-76, 28th-2; at Green Bay: - 1 or 2, nearly daily   
Brown Creeper: 7th-1 in Kagawong, (Rodney Thompson), 14th-1 in M’Chigeeng, (Rodney Thompson) 
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Winter Wren: 12th-1 in Campbell Township, (Craig Maxwell), 14th-1 in Billings Township, (Rodney Thompson) – unusual in winter
Golden-crowned Kinglet: 10th in Billings, 15th-4 at Providence Bay, 21st-4 at Misery Bay, 22nd-5 in Billings 
Townsend’s Solitaire: The bird in Burpee Township, (Wayne & Seija) remained for all of January and February into March. The bird was identified by Wayne and included in the GBBC. It was photographed by Chris Bell with Rodney Thompson on February 17th. 
European Starling: 9th-5, 10th, GBBC-449, 24th-16, 27th-80, 28th-10; at Green Bay: - until 16th- up to 3 daily then none 
American Tree Sparrow: 9th-7, GBBC- 17, 20th-2, 28th-1; sporadically all month – 1 at Blue Road  
Song Sparrow: GBBC-1 – the Gore Bay bird- the December bird at Brian & Mary Bell’s
White-throated Sparrow: 9th- GBBC-1 in Gore Bay- the December bird at Brian & Mary Bell’s; all month, but not seen daily, -1 at Providence Bay, (Jim & Linda Noble)
(white-crowned sparrow: GBBC-1 reported in Little Current but details on the bird and the observer’s name unknown as yet)- rare in winter
Dark-eyed Junco: GBBC-4 in three postal codes – not numerous this winter
Snow Bunting: all month- a flock of up to 70 birds at Kagawong,  all month- a flock of up to 30 in Little Current, a flock of up to 40 birds in Sheguiandah, GBBC- 162, 28th-30 in Manitowaning and Airport
Northern Cardinal: GBBC-25, 28th-4; Blue Road- 1st to 20th-1 male, 21st to 28th- the pair   
Common Grackle: GBBC- 7, (4 in Manitowaning, 1 in Dawson Township and 2 near Spring Bay), 28th-3 in Manitowaning 
Pine Grosbeak: 2nd-3, GBBC-20, 23rd-4
Purple Finch: GBBC- 13 in Killarney, (Susan Davies) – first report in 2010, 28th-2 in Manitowaning, 28th-2 at Blue Road

Common Redpoll: GBBC- 4 in Gordon Township, (Nancy Woestenenk) - the CBC birds, 12th-3 at Green Bay, (Joan Bell)
Pine Siskin: 8th-1, 11th-1, GBBC-53 in 7 postal codes, 24th-10, 28th-22; at Blue Road: - 15th-1, 22nd-2, 24th-1  
American Goldfinch: 2nd-40+, 3rd-40+, 7th, 8th-30+, 9th-30, 11th-70, GBBC- 815, 28th-55; at Green Bay:- numbers high, 26 to 41, until 18th, then fewer, 4 to 22, until month end 
House Sparrow: GBBC: - 79 in 5 postal codes, including the town of Little Current; 28th-5
Contributors:
Chris Bell, Rodney Thompson, Joan Bell, Rodney Campbell, Vivienne Rattray-Eaton, Terry Land, Craig Maxwell, Jim & Linda Noble, John McRae, Ray Beaudry 
GBBC: Chris Bell, Rodney Thompson, Terry Land, Joan Bell; Bill Ritching, Willie & Dace Maenpaa, Vivienne Eaton, Doreen Bailey, Carol Lang, Penny Palonen, John Tovey; Lynda Lee, Alison Greenhill, Jim Noble, Steve Hall, John Diebolt, Nancy Woestenenk, John McRae, Layla Kivaho, John  & Sharon Savage, Lottie Thompson, Craig Maxwell, Janice Robinson, Susan Davies, Seija Bailey, Jody Middaugh and 8 anonymous listers.

Editor: Chris Bell, 368-3410, cbell@amtelecom.net 
